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LITERACY 
Literacy Centers/Readers Workshop

  We have spent the month learning the rules and routines of 
our daily literacy block. We learned to chose a “Just Right” 
book (a book on our level) and to choose a Just Because…. 
book (a book we choose just because….We like the cover, we 
like the author, we are interested in the subject, the illustrations 
intrigue us… )
  During centers, teachers meet with students to work on 
reading skills in guided reading and word work and students 
rotate through a series of reading activities such as word work, 
handwriting, big book reading, poetry reading, just right 
reading, just because reading…, rereading of books shared 
during a read-aloud, re-telling, and buddy reading. The goal is 
to read-read-read!

Writers Workshop!
   We began with the artifacts and oral storytelling, focusing on 
the who, the where and what happens of a story. Their first 
piece will be based on their artifact story and then they will 
utilize their pictures to generate ideas for writing. I look 
forward to sharing some of their pieces during conference 
time.
Word Wall
  Word wall will begin next week with nonsense words, followed 
by 2 weeks of kindergarten review words. Nonsense words are 
important when decoding longer words. First grade words will 
start on October 22. All of the beginning of year pre-
assessments are complete and the students learned how to 
navigate their spelling notebook: They have 5 sections: Words 
to learn, anchor charts/mini lessons, practice test, vocabulary, 
and reading and writing words. (words they want to learn to 
spell found within reading and writing tasks.)

Homework
Homework will be limited to reading, spelling, and work that 
was unfinished in class, unless extra skill practice is deemed 
necessary. This is to provide you with family time to play board 
games, have family discussions, get outside together, play 
cards and so forth.
Conferences: If you have not sent the letter about your 
conference slot, please do so by tomorrow morning, 
otherwise your preferences may not be met.
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Math 

  Math this month began with 
geometry as we delved into 2-D 
shapes. We worked in the Go-
Math book a little, but mostly it 
was hands-on with many 
different activities and games,  
including as we learned how to 
use our MATH stations.We 
finished the unit with a shapes 
detective activity. We began our 
unit on 3-D shapes and this unit 
will continue into October. The 
daily news activity also 
incorporates number sense 
activities.
Science
  It’s all about the weather. The
children learned how to record
and retrieve data on temperature
and weather for the month
of September. This continues
throughout the school year.     
 Additionally,we have been 
observing the life of a snake. 
The children have watched Irene 
eat, drink, smell, react to their 
voice vibrations, and bathe. 
  We will begin our study of light 
and shadow during the first 
days of October.

Social Studies

Learning to be a good citizen 
in our 102 community, learning 
about each other, and learning 
the rules of the classroom is the 
focus of the first six weeks of 
school. The children really look 
forward to Star Student. We try 
to notice and focus on what is 
going well, because “What you 
focus on, you get more of!” 
Class meetings help us refocus 
when needed. We start each 
morning with a quick class 
meeting to regroup as a class 
family.
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See my website for a shoe tying link.
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